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May 28th, 7:30 p.m. 
 Candidate Forum 
Moderated by Marlene Cohn  

 
May 28th, Town Meeting Agenda 

Town meeting immediately following candidate forum 
Public Hearing/Adoption of 2002/2003 Town Budget 

   
June 4th, 7:00 p.m. Work Session Agenda 

Kaiser Permanente proposed signage at Sentient Building 
 

Town Elections 
June 3, 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

 at Town Hall, 3710 Mitchell Street, Kensington 
 

Candidates for Mayor 
Lynn Raufaste 
Andrea H. Gill 

 
Candidates for Council 

Leanne Pfautz 
Al Carr 

 
Contact us at 3710 Mitchell Street, Kensington, MD  20895 

  Phone: 301-949-2424; Fax: 301-949-4925; 
 E-mail: mayor.council@tok.org; Web Site: www.tok.org 

MAY 2002MAY 2002MAY 2002MAY 2002  
JOURNAL 

mailto:mayor.council@tok.org


 
*** TOWN ELECTIONS *** 

MAYOR POSITION 
TWO COUNCIL MEMBER POSITIONS 

TWO YEAR TERMS 
Voter Qualifications: Every person who is a citizen of the U.S., at least 18 years of age, 
has resided within the corporate limits of the Town for thirty days and is registered in 
accordance with the provisions of the Town Charter shall be a qualified voter of the 
Town and shall be entitled to vote at any or all Town elections. 
 
Voter Registration: Registration by a Town resident with the Montgomery County 
Board of Supervisors of Elections shall be deemed registration for Town elections.  
Applications for such registration must be received at the County Board on the fifth 
Monday prior to an election (April 29, 2002).  Please note: you must be registered by the 
County with a Town address.  Town citizens, who do not register to vote with the 
County, may register with the Town at the Town office, Monday through Friday, 8:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Town registration books close on May 28, 2002. 
 
Absentee Voting:  Any qualified and registered voter may apply at the Town office 
during regular office hours for an absentee ballot if he or she cannot be present at an 
upcoming Town election. 

 
Meeting Schedule  

June 4, 7:00 p.m. Work Session 
July 1, 7:00 p.m. Work Session 

August 12, 7:00 p.m. Work Session 
 

Farmers’ Market 
The Farmers’ Market is open every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 

at the Kensington Train Station 
  

Reminder 
The Town Office will be closed on May 27th and there will not be a trash pick up.  

Trash pick up will be on Tuesday May 28th. 
 

e-Announcements 
If you would like to receive brief e-mail updates regarding Town business please sign up 
for e-Announcements on the home page of the Town’s web site (www.tok.org) 
 

Town Building Permits Required 
A reminder that when you build an addition to your home or business, add a shed, install 
a fence, or perform any other work that requires a County building permit, you also need 
a Town permit.  Questions?  Call the Town office. 



 
CODE ENFORCEMENT REMINDER    

 
 

Please clean up and properly dispose of your pet’s excrement. 
 

All trash must be stored in sturdy containers with tight fitting lids. 
 

Remember, “quiet hours” are from 9:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. on weekdays and 
from 9:00 p.m. to 9:00 a.m. on weekends and federal holidays. 

 
Property owners are responsible for cutting grass on right of ways abutting their 

property. 
 

If you have a new tree in front of your property, please give it water when ever 
possible. 

 
THANK YOU 

 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers Needed 
The Tree Lighting Committee is having a meeting on Thursday June 13th at 7:30 p.m.  If 
you are interested in volunteering to serve on the Committee contact Tracey Furman at 
(301) 933-6282. 
 
Volunteers are needed for the Town Picnic at Kensington Cabin Park in July.  Please 
contact the Town office if you are interested in helping with this fun event.  
 
The Town is in search of a few arts and crafts fans to organize the 2nd Annual Kensington 
Arts and Crafts Fair.  This year’s Fair will again be held on Labor Day in connection with 
the Town’s Labor Day Parade and Festival.  Help is needed especially with publicity, 
logistics, set up and clean up.  If you are interested in helping, please call Jenny Smith at 
301-946-3804. 
 
The Kensington Labor Day Parade organizers are in search of entertaining and fun 
musical groups who might be interested in performing in this year’s Parade.  If you are in 
such a group or you know someone who is, please call Jenny Smith at 301-946-3804. 
 

Building Permits 
Install/erect outside paint booth at 3844 Dupont Avenue 

Replace and add fence at 3820 Washington Street 
Addition at 3501 Farragut Avenue 

Replace fence at 10311 Detrick Avenue 
Raise bedroom roof at 10004 Frederick Avenue 



 
Message from the Mayor’s Desk 

 
This month I met with representatives of Montgomery County Department of Public 
Works to further discuss the proposed sidewalk on the west side of Summit Avenue.  The 
County plans to install the walkway this spring or summer. During the summer the Town 
will be installing curb and gutter on the east side of Summit Avenue.  These 
improvements will provide us with a safer and more esthetically pleasing Summit 
Avenue.  This street receives a large amount of traffic each day from commuters and 
local businesses. 
 
The Commercial Development Review Committee met twice this month to discuss 
Safeway’s concept plans.  This review has been ongoing for a year.  The committee 
reported its recommendation to the Town Council at the April meeting.  I would like to 
thank the following members of the Commercial Development Review Committee for all 
their time and devotion on the committee:  Chris Bruch, Cyah Cagri, David Furman, 
George Myers, Helen Wilkes.  I would also like to thank Marilyn Clemens from M-
NCPPC for participating in the meetings. 
 
This month the Town of Kensington and Savannah’s Restaurant co-hosted a dinner at 
Town Hall for the Wheaton Kensington Chamber of Commerce.  I also attended a Board 
of Directors meeting held this month in Wheaton. 
 
I attended the Maryland Municipal League’s Montgomery County Chapter meeting this 
month which was held in Garrett Park’s Town Hall.  These monthly meetings are good 
for municipalities to share ideas and discuss concerns that we all share.  We had a guest 
speaker from M-NCPPC who informed us about “Mansionization in Montgomery 
County”.  He also talked about overlay zones and ways that they could be helpful to our 
municipalities. 
 
Lt. Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend met with Mayors from around the State to 
present a proclamation declaring April 22-26 as Municipal Government Week.  She also 
presented awards to the fourth graders who won the contest “If I were Mayor for a day I 
would.”  This was a great event and I was glad I was able to attend. 
 
A meeting was held by staff at M-NCPPC this month to review the request for re-
subdivision of the Heon property at the corner of Fredrick and Kent Streets.  I was 
present at this meeting on behalf of the Town. 
 
I met with SHA representatives to review the proposal for Armory Avenue traffic 
calming reconfiguration at the Connecticut Avenue entrance.  After the reconfiguration 
all traffic will enter Baltimore Street and either continue on Baltimore Street or make a 
left on to Armory Avenue. 
 
Representatives of Montgomery County and Allfirst Bank met with me to discuss 
problems with runoff on the bank property.  We believe we found a solution and the bank 
is moving forward to rectify the problem. 
 



 
Ardens Courts on Knowles Avenue invited me to attend their ribbon cutting this month.  
The facility is a residence for dementia patients. 
 
The Founders Day Committee met twice this month.  We will have a full day of activities 
planned culminating in a picnic in Flinn Park.  The food and entertainment will be 
provided to all who attend.  We look forward to this Town event. 
 
The flower baskets have been installed on Howard and Armory Avenues. Phase II is 
winding down and looks better each day.  You will find before and after pictures in the 
kiosk in front of the bank.  I am hearing from many who find the kiosk to be a great asset 
for providing information to all who walk along Howard Avenue. 
 
 

Council Member Bruch’s Report 
 
I attended several meetings with the Armory window restoration and ADA restroom 
alteration contractors and architect concerning contract closeout matters. 
 
Attended two Development Review Committee meetings concerning the Safeway 
project. 
 
Revised a “Top-Ten” list of suggested minor improvements to the HOC facility, which 
will improve conditions for the neighbors as well as users of the recreational facilities.  
The Mayor has officially transmitted the list to HOC. 
 
I received notice from the Montgomery County Sign Review Board that Kaiser 
Permanente has requested a variance to install two 1.5 foot high x 30 foot wide 
illuminated signs 40 feet high on the Sentient Building (10410 North Kensington 
Parkway). This building is located between Wheatley Street and Kensington Parkway and 
is bordered by single family residential properties on 3-sides. I delivered notices to many 
homes in the area that might see the proposed sign but had not otherwise been notified of 
the variance request.  I attended the variance hearing on May 9th and the Montgomery 
County Sign Review Board denied the variance request. 
 
With spring here and summer around the corner this is a great time to walk around your 
yard and eliminate items that can catch and hold stagnate water.  The risks of the West 
Nile virus are greater this year so help eliminate conditions that are favorable for 
mosquito’s (stagnate water)…i.e., saucers, empty pots, tires, tarps, clogged gutters, etc. 
 
 

Council Member Cowan’s Report 
 
On June 3rd I will be hosting a visit to Kensington of a delegation of eight high-level 
Chinese legislators and staff who have come to the United States to explore the 
representative capacity of the US legislative system at the national, state and local levels.  
In particular, the delegation is here to gain insight into legislator-constituent relations, the 



 
role of special interest and advocacy groups and mechanisms for incorporating public 
input in the legislative process, such as public legislative hearings and elections.   
 
Kensington will serve as a model for how local jurisdictions function and the delegation 
will have received briefings on our system of government. This group of distinguished 
visitors will observe our local elections process and engage in conversation with voters, 
candidates and state, county and town officials while in town. 
 
This delegation will be led by four representatives from Shanghai and comprises reform-
minded leaders from four other provinces in China, including Jiangsu, Shenzhen, 
Guangdong and Zhejiang, where there is a growing interest in reforming the legislative 
system to make it more open and consultative. 
 
If you see members of the delegation at Town Hall while you are voting please feel free 
to engage them in conversation. They will be very interested in the views of the 
Americans they encounter. 
 
 

Council Member Pfautz’s Report 

It has been my privilege to serve as a member of the Maryland Municipal League's 
Legislative Committee this past year.  The Committee meets regularly through the fall 
and legislative session.  Its mandate is to recommend legislative priorities – which are 
then lobbied on by MML’s expert staff - and to review all bills before the General 
Assembly that may impact municipalities – financially, programmatically or otherwise.  
One of the League's priority bills which I think may be of particular interest to Town 
residents, and I am happy to report was recently signed by the Governor, creates a Task 
Force to Study Moving Overhead Utility Lines Underground.  The bill directs the Task 
Force to make recommendations that identify: (1) the best possible means of facilitating 
and reducing the costs of placing overhead utility lines underground; and (2) a process for 
coordinating construction, maintenance, and repair projects near roadways in municipal 
corporations, including moving utility lines underground.  The Task Force must report its 
findings to the Governor and General Assembly by December 31, 2003. 
 
Over the past month, I have been working with the Mayor, Council and Clerk Treasurer 
on preparation of the FY 2002-03 budget. 
 
Another possible charter amendment was referred to the Charter Review Committee, so 
the Committee and I will be meeting on May 2, 2002 to review, discuss and make a 
recommendation to the Council. 
 
 

Council Member Scharman’s Report 
 
The Town received notification that we were awarded the Program Open Space grants by 
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources for upgrading St. Paul Park, Reinhardt 
Park, and the Kensington Parkwood Elementary School playgrounds and athletic areas.  I 
have had ongoing discussions with the Mayor and Mark Joel concerning preparation of 



 
the bid specifications for the Phase II work at St. Paul Park.  This work includes 
improvements to the basketball court and walking path, the addition of a water fountain, 
and improving field drainage.  
 
I met with the Mayor, Louise Hamilton, and Susan Engels about performing the work and 
seeking reimbursement for the creation of a patio seating area in Clum Kennedy Gardens.  
This project is funded by a grant award from the State of Maryland's Community Parks 
and Playgrounds Program.  
  
I met with Mark Joel and requested contractors to inspect playground equipment at St. 
Paul and Reinhardt parks.  
    
I have continued discussions with the Mayor, Council Member Pfautz, and M-NCPPC 
about the possible options for improving pedestrian access to Kensington Cabin Park.  
 
I attended a planning session with the State Highway Administration (SHA) and the 
Mayor that SHA held at the triangle (Conn. Ave., Armory Ave., Balt. St.) to learn about 
the preliminary plans for utility work and landscaping in that area.   
 
 

Town Meeting 
April 29, 2002 

 
Mayor Raufaste called the Meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. with Council Members Bruch, 
Cowan, Pfautz, Scharman, and Clerk-Treasurer Engels present. The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited.  A Moment of Silence was observed. 
 
The Mayor read a Proclamation in commemoration of Earth/Arbor Day which was 
celebrated on April 27, 2002.  The Mayor thanked all the volunteers who helped with the 
Earth Arbor Day celebration. 
 
The Mayor presented a certificate of appreciation on behalf of MML to Council Member 
Pfautz for dedicated service on MML 2002 Legislative Committee. 
 
The Mayor thanked the following residents for volunteering their time:  Tracey Furman, 
Caitlin Furman, and David Furman for assembling the Journal, delivering the Journal, 
providing a PA system for meetings, and working in the Armory; Walter and Ethel 
Koehler for refurbishing Town signs; Lorraine Kennedy and Andie Murtha for 
assembling the Journal; and Janine Myers and Andie Murtha for chairing the Town 
Picnic. 
 
John Witmer, from Witmer Associates, LLC, requested a storm water management 
variance for the re-subdivision of the Heon property; Lots 13 and 14 Block A, 
Kensington Park.  He stated that the Heon’s have a proposal pending before M-NCPPC 
to re-subdivide their property from two lots to three lots.  He stated that the increase in 
runoff (4/10 of a cubic foot) was relatively small and would be stored in infiltration pits. 
 



 
The Mayor addressed questions and concerns regarding the Armory Avenue traffic 
calming reconfiguration and explained that Armory Avenue would not be closed but the 
entrance to it reconfigured at the triangle to alleviate a dangerous condition. 
 
Tom Castleberry, Vice President of Real Estate for Safeway’s eastern division, and Allen 
H. Mushinsky, Principal at MR&A Architects, presented their preliminary plans for the 
new Safeway Store. They explained that in designing the store they were working with a 
small, oddly shaped site with considerable grade constraints.  The site and surrounding 
street frontage requires a building with four fronts.  They also stated that they wanted to 
design a store with an architectural presence that would be special to the Town. The store 
will be approximately 41,000 square feet versus the existing store which is approximately 
22,000 square feet.  This is still smaller than average new stores that range from 55,000 
to 60,000 square feet.  Many back-of-house functions have been designed on the lower 
level to provide a larger sales area.  The store will have all the features of a modern store 
including a full delicatessen, natural foods, pharmacy, seafood department, Starbucks, 
dry cleaners, and a SunTrust bank.  The parking garage will be very open with high 
clearances, good lighting and a glass enclosed elevator lobby with stairs, an escalator, and 
elevator access to the main level. 
 
The Mayor explained that Safeway has been working with the Town for over a year and 
has had many meetings with the Town’s Commercial Development Review Committee. 
She also stated that Safeway is not required to come before the Town but has been 
voluntarily working with the Town to obtain concept approval and citizen input before 
going to M-NCPPC who will thoroughly review the plans.  
 
George Myers presented the Commercial Development Review Committee’s 
recommendation which supports the project as presented.  He also stated that the 
Committee has made recommendations to the architect for further refining of the Armory 
Avenue entrance. 
 
Town residents present asked questions and expressed concerns to Safeway regarding the 
duplication of services within the Safeway, position of the store, parking garage, traffic 
flow, landscaping, lighting and signage. 
 
Council Member Bruch stated that the proposed store would be an improvement to the 
Town as it would improve pedestrian circulation, provide larger sidewalks, provide a 
pedestrian buffer zone with more public space with concealed trash dumpsters, trailers, 
and generators.  He also stated that it would complete the overall Howard Avenue 
revitalization/streetscaping project and make an architectural statement that hopefully 
will carry over to other commercial properties like the Kensington Shopping Center.  
 
The Budget for fiscal year 2002/2003 was introduced.  It will be published in the Journal 
and adopted at the May Town Meeting.  Council Member Scharman added text to the 
description of park equipment to include play equipment, benches, landscaping, and 
improvements to the basketball courts and the walking path at St. Paul. 
 
Frank O’Donnell noted that because so many of the Town’s volunteers had been 
recognized and thanked earlier in the meeting, he wished to include the Mayor and 



 
Council and thank them for their work on behalf of the Town throughout the year.  He 
especially commended the Mayor on the many improvements in Town during her tenure 
and expressed a desire to nominate the Mayor for reelection. 
 
Due to time constraints, the Mayor and Council did not present monthly reports. 

    
Council ActionsCouncil ActionsCouncil ActionsCouncil Actions    

 
Council Member Scharman moved to approve the minutes of the March 25 Town 
Meeting and the April 8, 2002 Work Session as circulated.  It was seconded by Council 
Member Bruch and passed unanimously. 
 
Council Member Bruch moved to approve the storm water variance for Lots 13 and 14, 
Block A, Kensington Park, in accordance with provisions of Section 8-207 with the 
following four conditions attached to the approval:  1)  the properties will provide onsite 
water quality for roof drainage using infiltration pits, 2)  this variance will expire in one 
year if construction plans are not permitted, 3)  final construction plans must be 
consistent with current subdivision plans with respect to impervious area, and 4) permit 
fees will be paid in accordance with Section 8-211 and a separate variance fee will be 
paid consistent with rates Montgomery County is charging today.  Council Member 
Cowan seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Council Member Bruch moved to provide concept approval for the proposed Kensington 
Safeway reconstruction with the following conditions:  that Safeway 1) reconsider 
duplication of services and consider expanding the produce, seafood, and bakery 
departments with the space that would otherwise be occupied with duplications of 
services namely, dry cleaning, banking, and coffee shop, 2) reconsider the materials, 
colors, articulation that occurs at the garage entry elevation to visually minimize massing, 
3) re-look at developing the Connecticut Avenue frontage to better define the edge of 
Connecticut Avenue and the corner of Howard and Connecticut as it relates to the Town 
sign.  Council Member Bruch amended the motion, at the request of Council Member 
Pfautz, to add a fourth condition which is 4) Safeway will submit landscaping, signage, 
storm water management, lighting, streetscape and traffic plans to the Town for review 
and comment.  Council Member Pfautz seconded the motion.  Council Member Cowan 
opposed the motion because of the first condition and stated that the Council does not 
have authority or responsibility as members of government to suggest to a business how 
they should operate.  Council Member Scharman also opposed the motion.  The Mayor 
broke the tied vote and voted in favor of the motion.  The motion then passed. 
 
Council Member Pfautz made a resolution to set the real property tax rate for fiscal year 
2002/2003 at the constant yield rate. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
Work Session of Mayor & Council 

May 6, 2002 
 

The work session commenced at 7:00 p.m., Mayor Raufaste, Council Members Bruch, 
Cowan, Pfautz and Scharman, Public Works Director Joel, Code Enforcement Officer 
Hamilton, and Clerk-Treasurer Engels were present and the following issues were 
addressed: 
 
Steven Welsh, Artistic Director of Kensington Arts Theatre (formerly Sandy Spring 
Theatre) informed the Council of the groups division and official name change to the 
Kensington Arts Theatre.  Kensington Arts Theatre will host an inaugural gala on June 1st 
to introduce the community to the new Kensington Arts Theatre and promote season 
subscriptions.  The Kensington Arts Theatre will draft a new rental agreement for  
Council review.  
 
The project list was reviewed and updated.  Howard Avenue revitalization, Town trees, 
storm water tax, and enclosing/moving dumpsters were deleted from the project list.  A 
sidewalk to Kensington Cabin Park and setting fines for municipal infractions were added 
to the project list. 
 
The code enforcement action list was reviewed. 
 
Suggestions made by Council Member Cowan on the HAWP form will be sent to the 
LAP.  
 
Monthly correspondence was reviewed. 
 
The minutes from the April 29 Town Meeting were reviewed. 
 
The Council gave permission to the Coalition of Kensington Communities to include in 
the next Town Journal and on the Town web-site a flyer for their District 5 candidate 
forum scheduled for 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on June 6th at the Kensington 
Armory/Community Center.   
 
The Council will include LGIT’s liability recommendation in the Montgomery County 
Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
Council Member Bruch will attend, on behalf of the Council, a variance hearing of the 
Montgomery County Sign Review Board concerning two proposed signs at 10410 
Kensington Parkway.  Council Member Bruch will represent the Town and inform the 
Board of the Town’s sign ordinance. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2002200220022002----2003 Budget Memo2003 Budget Memo2003 Budget Memo2003 Budget Memo    
 
Over the past several months, the Mayor, Council and Clerk-Treasurer Susan Engels have met several 
times to prepare a balanced FY 2002-03 Town Budget.  This budget may look like a lot of numbers on a 
page but what it represents are the many services and priority programs carried out by your Town 
government every day.  The following highlights just a few. 
 
Town Crew and Office StaffTown Crew and Office StaffTown Crew and Office StaffTown Crew and Office Staff    
Our Town crew provide residents with necessary services from trash to snow removal, to park 
maintenance, to assisting with major Town events.  Our office staff ensures that Town administrative needs 
are met.  Without experienced staff, it would be impossible to provide the level of service desired and 
expected by Town residents.   Therefore, the FY 2002-03 budget continues to provide our crew and staff 
with competitive salaries and benefits.  An added benefit this year is optional direct deposit for all Town 
employees.   
 
Town HallTown HallTown HallTown Hall    
Our Town Hall is a central gathering place for residents and well on its way to becoming a meeting and 
cultural event center.  To expand on its functionality and use, money has been allocated to support life 
safety improvements to the building (sprinkler system, emergency exits, etc) over the next fiscal year.  The 
Town is also grateful to the State and County for their continued generous support.   
 
Landscaping and ParksLandscaping and ParksLandscaping and ParksLandscaping and Parks    
The maintenance and enhancement of Town landscaping and parks continues to be a very high priority.  
This budget invests in the six beautiful parks and many landscaped areas scattered within the Town’s 
corporate limits.  Improvements this coming year will include enhancements to St. Paul Park and flower 
baskets along Howard Avenue.   
 
Town StreetsTown StreetsTown StreetsTown Streets    
Street maintenance continues to be a high priority in the FY 2002-03 budget.  It is the goal of this budget to 
continue last year’s progress in resurfacing and restoring Town streets.   Towards that goal, money has 
been allocated from the surplus (in some part created by money allocated but not used in past budget years 
for street maintenance) to restore the worst Town streets to serviceable condition.   
 
In addition to these important on-going services and priorities, the FY 2002-03 Town budget includes the 
following significant additions and enhancements: 
 
GASBGASBGASBGASB    
The Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) has issued a statement that requires all state and 
local governments to make major changes in the management of information and reporting.  What does this 
mean for us?  A new line item in the FY 2002-03 which will help us meet these new financial and 
infrastructure inventory and assessment requirements.  Under GASB, the Town must implement a full 
accrual accounting standard and maintain an inventory of infrastructure assets (roads, bridges, drainage 
systems) with minimum condition levels set and assessed at least once every three years 
 
Traffic CalmingTraffic CalmingTraffic CalmingTraffic Calming    
In response to recommendations from the Town Traffic Committee and residents, the Town has allocated 
monies to be used for traffic calming throughout Town.  
 
 
And finally, a note about the proposed real property tax rate.  The rate is calculated at the constant yield 
which means that this budget does not include a tax increase.  By setting the rate at the constant yield, the 
FY 2002-2003 budget will generate the same amount of revenue as was generated this fiscal year. 
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